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The Anglo-German Arbitration Treaty. 

The unexpected in the way of arbitration conven- 
tions has this time happened. On the 12th of July 
the Foreign Office in London announced that an 
arbitration treaty had that day been signed by Lord 
Lansdowne, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the 
German Ambassador to Great Britain. 

This announcement took practically the entire 
civilized world by surprise, the English people as 
well as others. A similar agreement with Portugal 
or Switzerland or Belgium, or with any one of half 
a dozen other governments, would have been taken 
almost as a matter of course after the treaties signed 
previously by the British government with France, 
Italy and Spain. But only a few people — there 
were a few — had surmised that Germany and Great 
Britain were in any wise disposed to bind themselves 
by any kind of arbitration bond. 

The new treaty is drawn along the lines of the 
Anglo-French treaty, signed on the 14th of October 
last, and those which have been subsequently con- 
cluded by Great Britain. It stipulates that all ques- 
tions of a judicial order and those relating to the 
interpretation of treaties shall be referred to the 



Hague Court, unless capable of adjustment by diplo- 
matic means. It reserves questions of vital interest 
and those affecting the independence or the honor of 
the two nations. 

In this latter respect the treaty partakes of the 
weakness of the previous arbitration conventions, 
except that between Holland and Denmark and the 
two concluded in South America. All, or nearly all, 
international controversies may involve the honor of 
a nation, and it hardly comports with the serious 
character of such an international convention to put 
into its structure a provision of such vague and un- 
certain meaning. On the other hand, questions of a 
judicial order may easily be made to include all 
controversies that may ever arise between the two 
nations, and thus the treaty may in practice prove 
itself to be much more comprehensive than at first 
sight it appears to be. 

This agreement has clearly been brought about by 
the influence of King Edward, who recently visited 
the German Emperor at Kiel. He has once more 
shown himself to be justly entitled to the epithet 
"Peacemaker," now so frequently applied to him. 
His service in the matter is the more noteworthy as 
he has led rather than followed the British people in 
the matter. 

A considerable part of the English press and public 
seem not to have been pleased with the conclusion of 
the treaty. Dislike of Germany in England is pretty 
wide and deep among certain classes. The approval 
given by the government papers has been in general 
only hollow and half-hearted. A number of them 
have expressed decided dissatisfaction, and have in- 
sisted that the only possible attitude which Great 
Britain can maintain towards Germany is one of 
eternal vigilance and preparation. The Liberal press 
and public have, on the contrary, expressed hearty 
approval of the treaty, and we have no doubt that it 
will have after a short time the hearty support of 
the nation. 

The significance and immense value of the treaty 
lie in the very fact that it is between two such na- 
tions as Great Britain and Germany, powers of the 
first rank and heretofore intense and often very bad- 
spirited rivals. It is not likely on this account to 
prove a dead letter. The amount of public senti- 
ment in both countries, — and throughout the civil- 
ized world — in favor of peaceful relations and of 
agreements of this sort, is large and strong and 



